82                       GEORGE RIPLEY.
feeling, not speculation ; the platform would be broad enough to welcome every seeking spirit, in whatever stage of its progress it might be; all should be encouraged, none should be excluded; and especially they who are yet feeling after God, if haply they may find him, should be taken by the hand, not driven from the fold. This would leave the investigation of truth entirely free. The sincerest convictions could be uttered without dread or misgiving.
o      o
We should meet, not as having attained, but as learners ; of course, every ray of light would be sought, not shunned; we should let the dead past bury its dead; we should look on life and truth with young eyes; and thus seeking to be as little children, we should enter the Kingdom of God, and we should know where we were by the divine peace and joy with which our hearts would overflow. In such a church there could be no cold or formal preaching. The instruction would be the overflowing of an individual soul; there would be no aim at effect. The topics of discourse would be taken from the experience of life; they would embrace the widest range of thought, and the more exciting and Soul-stirring the better. The infinite Bible of the Universe would be the text-book, and whatever the soul feels or forbodes, the commentary.
But so long as the questions which relate to the highest truth and duty, though discussed everywhere olse, are virtually excluded from the pulpit; so long